


WILLIE DYNAMITE 


When in Southern California visit NIVERSAL sTuUDIOS TOUR 


He’s cool, man—Cold. 
And nothin’ counts 
but being 
Number-One. 
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A ZANUCK/BROWN PRODUCTION; Produced by RICHARD D. ZANUCK and 
DAVID BROWN; Directed by GILBERT MOSES; Screenplay by RON CUTLER; 
Story by JOE KEYES JR. and RON CUTLER; Director of Photography, FRANK 
STANLEY; Color by TECHNICOLOR; Art Director, JOHN T. MCCORMACK; Set 
Decorations, CLAIRE P. BROWN; Sound, WALDON O. WATSON, HENRY 
WILKINSON, RONALD PIERCE; Unit Production Manager, DOC MERMAN; First 
Assistant Director, JAMES HOGAN; Costumes, BERNARD JOHNSON; Film 
Editor, AARON STELL; Music Score, J.J. JOHNSON; Songs: ‘‘WILLIE D.,’" Music: 
GILBERT MOSES, II1, J.J. JOHNSON, Lyric: GILBERT MOSES, III; “KING 
MIDAS” and “KEEP ON MOVIN’ ON,” Music & Lyrics by GILBERT MOSES, III; 
Songs Sung by MARTHA REEVES and THE SWEET THINGS; A Universal-Zanuck/ 
Brown Picture produced in association with Generation 70, Inc. 


RUNNING TIME: 102 Minutes FILM RATIO: 1.85 x1 M.P.A.A. RATING: R 


id ats, cS} Ke) ry (Not For Publication) 


Willie Dynamite (ROSCOE ORMAN) is sitting on top of the world. Although 
he is only number two procurer in Manhattan's jungle, his girls are top-rated, his 
clothes, car and taste are of the highest quality — and the living is easy. 

The force of Willie’s desire to make it to the top, and the determination of the 
top man Bell (ROGER ROBINSON), to remain number one, collide violently. When 
the police begin to pour on the heat, Bell starts to organize his fellow procurers, but 
Willie decides to go his own way and let the chips fall where they may. 

And the chips begin falling. From the moment Willie meets Cora Williams 
(DIANA SANDS), things begin going downhill for him. Cora is an ex-prostitute 
turned quasi-social worker. She begins to crack Willie’s armor when she befriends 
one of his main women, Pashen (JOYCE WALKER), who has been picked up by the 
police on charges of prostitution, Aiding Cora in her attempt to nail Willie is her boy- 
friend Robert Daniels (THALMUS RASULALA), who is the assistant District 
Attorney. 

Closing in from other corners are policemen Pointer (AL HALL) and Celli 
(GEORGE MURDOCK) with a steady barrage of harassment. 

Willie finds himself on a nowhere treadmill between Cora, Daniels, Bell, 
Pointer and Celli until, finally, he is arrested on charges of drug possession and 
carrying a concealed weapon. 

Willie hits bottom, and having hit bottom, it is clear that he is on his way up 
to a new kind of life. 
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Ain’t no one crosses WILLIE “D” 
He’s tight, together, and mean. 
Chicks, Chumps, he uses ’em all. 
He’s got to be Number- One. 
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WILLIE DYNAMITE 


SHOCKING STORY TOLD SHORTS 
IN “WILLIE DYNAMITE” 


An explosively shocking story that mirrors a segment of the 


black urban experience, comes... 


Senhora (oyh dg (eek epee Theatre with 


the opening of the Zanuck/Brown production in Technicolor, ‘’Willie 
Dynamite,” a Universal picture, starring Roscoe Orman, the late 
Diana Sands and Thalmus Rasulala. Gilbert Moses, of the New York 


theatre, makes his screen debut with 
the film, written as a screenplay by 
Ron Cutler from a story he co- 
authored with Joe Keyes, Jr. 

“Willie Dynamite” is the name of 
a powerful big city pimp portrayed 
by Orman, who won the role on the 
strength of a screen test. A member 
of New York’s famed New Lafayette 
Theatre, he has acted with distinction 
in the company’s productions of “In 
The Winetime,” “‘Duplex’”’ and “’The 
Devil Catchers,” and starred off- 
Broadway in ‘The Electronic Nigger” 
and other plays. He also teaches 
acting at the New Lafayette. 

An actress with a great deal of 
emotional depth and power was 
needed to portray the character of 
an ex-hooker turned quasi-social 
worker. The late Diana Sands was 
perfect for the role. Such films as 
“The Landlord,”’ “Doctors’ Wives’’ 
and “‘Georgia, Georgia’ had brought 
her critical acclaim. Her roots, how- 
ever, were in the theatre, where her 
portrayal of Sidney Poitiér’s lively 
sister in ‘Raisin’ in the Sun” cata- 
pulted her to fame on the Broadway 
stage. 

Thalmus Rasulala was last seen on 
Broadway in the Pearl Bailey com- 
pany of ‘Hello Dolly” in the featured 
role of Cornelius. As a result of his 
performance, he was awarded the 
“‘Most Promising Actor’ award by 
Theatre World Magazine. Since his 


arrival in Hollywood, he has gone 
from one film to another; his most 
recent credits are “‘Cool Breeze’’ and 
“Blacula.”” 


Although she makes her film de- 
but in “Willie Dynamite,” Joyce 
Walker will be recognized by many 
moviegoers. For the past four years, 
Joyce has been a top New York 
model, appearing in ads proclaiming 
the merits of everything from sleep- 
wear to hair products and high 
fashion clothes in Vogue, Harper’s 
Bazaar, Cosmopolitan, Glamour and 
Seventeen. 


“Willie Dynamite,’” which was 
shot in New York and in Hollywood, 
is rated “‘R. Restricted. Under 17 
requires accompanying parent or 
adult guardian.” 


# # # 


Count on the dedicated actor to 
provide the extra touches to make his 
characterization believable. 

For his role of a powerful New 
York pimp in the Zanuck/Brown 
Technicolor production for Universal, 
“Willie Dynamite,’ which comes 
BS Lies to the....... Theatre, star 
Roscoe Orman suffered makeup men 
to add a gold cap to one of his teeth. 

And to add an extra dimension, 
Orman also had his left ear lobe 
pierced in order to wear an earring. 





Hollywood actors still attract 
attention on the streets of New York. 

But no two-legged superstar from 
movieland ever drew more stares than 
the customized 1971 Eldorado 
Cadillac shipped from Hollywood for 
scenes in the Zanuck/Brown produc- 
tion for Universal, ‘‘Willie Dynamite,” 
starring Roscoe Orman, the late 
Diana Sands and Thalmus Rasulala, 
WIG ICOMES aes ete en eins to the 
sade aise) evel ne Theatre. 

Customized at a cost of $10,000 
by Winfield Car Special Projects, it 
features such items as silver chrome 
exhaust pipes and running boards, 
and dazzles the eye with a special 
iridescent paint job, gold trim and 
leopard skin upholstery. 

The flamboyant vehicle was 
driven in the Technicolor picture by 
Orman, who plays a powerful New 
York City pimp. 


# # # 


“Willie Dynamite,” a Zanuck/ 
Brown production for Universal, 
GOMES i 2hiieter eos ROPING coh aae esate 
Theatre. 


Starring Roscoe Orman, the late 
Diana Sands, Thalmus Rasulala, and 
introducing.Joyce Walker, the action 
drama traces the downfall of a pow- 
erful big city pimp. 


522 Fifth Avenue 


New York, New York 10036 


All advertising in this press book, as well as all other advertising 
and publicity materials referred to herein, has been approved 
under the Standards for Advertising of the Code of Self-Regu- 
lation of the Motion Picture Association of America. All in- 
quiries on this procedure may be addressed to: 
Director of Code for Advertising 
Motion Picture Association of America KAA 


COMMUNITY THEATRE 
BEST FOR TRAINING 


Don’t rush to Hollywood or New 
York if you want to become an actor, 
join a community theatre instead! 

That’s advice to budding super- 
stars from Roscoe Orman, who stars 
with the late Diana Sands and 
Thalmus Rasulala in ‘Willie Dyna- 
mite,’ a Zanuck/Brown production 
for Universal in Technicolor, which 
COMOESia: costes. TORUS: cede ee 
Theatre. 

Orman teaches, acts and directs at 
New York’s Lafayette Theatre, 
founded as a professional resident 
theatrical company for Harlem by 
Robert McBeth, and originally funded 
from poverty programs 

“Our aim,” he says, “was to de- 
velop the highest possible level of 
excellence for the community. Our 
statement of purpose has to do with 
who we are, where we are and what 
condition we are in. 

“Having this type of theatrical 
experience behind me, | would advise 
any young person considering an 
acting career to join a community 
theatre or center. By working within 
his own community, one gets a better 
understanding of himself and his 
craft. And a community environment 
is far better training ground than a 
university or college. Community 
theatre has to be responsive to the 
community it serves. 
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BROADWAY ACTORS CAST 
FOR “WILLIE DYNAMITE” 


Gilbert Moses meant no slight to 
Hollywood actors when he recruited 
most of the cast of Universal's 
“Willie Dynamite’ from the New 
York stage. 

It wasn’t that he’s partial as a 
stage director to members of the 
Manhattan branch of Actor’s Equity, 
says the director of the Zanuck/ 
Brown production in Technicolor 
about the downfall of a powerful big 
city pimp, which comes....... to 
PMG hematin ese, Theare. 


In fact, his only reason was “‘to 
try to achieve honesty in the film,” 
says Moses. ‘’The story locale is New 
York. There is a certain hardness 
that New York blacks develop. Even 
though an actor may be removed 
from ghetto life, he is still aware of 
that life style, because he is part of it. 
Hollywood actors would have been 
wrong. The cultural differences be- 
tween the east and west coasts are 
too great.” 

The director, making his Holly- 
wood bow with the picture, first 
signed Roscoe Orman, of New York’s 
New Lafayette Theatre, to play the 
title role, then persuaded the late 
Diana Sands, who became a Broadway 
star with “‘Raisin in the Sun,” ta play 
the female ‘lead, and: Thalmus 
Rasulala of the New York stage, to 
portray the district attorney. 

“The whole question,’’ summar- 
izes Moses, “‘boils down to stage 
actors as opposed to television actors. 
Most of the actors in Hollywood have 
received their training and experience 
primarily in television. 


The screenplay for “Willie 
Dynamite”’ was written by Ron 
Cutler, based on a story he co- 


authored with Joe Keys, Jr. 
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Roscoe Orman tenses himself for 
a confrontation with Al Hall, a 
New York policeman, in the 
Zanuck/Brown production in 
Technicolor, ‘’Willie Dynamite,” 
a Universal picture. 


(Still No. 2063-38; Mat No. 1A) 












PHOTOS PRESENTED 


HERE ARE IN 
60 LINE SCREEN 
AVAILABLE 
IN MAT FORM 
FROM NATIONAL 
SCREEN SERVICE. 


The late Diana Sands is resisted by Roscoe Orman, in the role of a 
powerful New York pimp, when she tries to help him in the 
action-packed Zanuck/Brown production in Technicolor, ‘‘Willie 
Dynamite,”” a Universal picture. Gilbert Moses directed from a 
screenplay by Ron Cutler from a story by Cutler and Joe 
Keyes, Jr. 





(Still No. 2063-23; Mat No. 2B) 





Roscoe Orman, playing a powerful New York pimp, wards off the 
attentions of Joyce Walker, the youngest woman in his stable of 
prostitutes in the Zanuck/Brown production in Technicolor, 
“Willie Dynamite,” a Universal picture. Gilbert Moses directed 
from a screenplay by Ron Cutler from a story by Cutler and 


Joe Keys, Jr. 3 
(Still No. 2063-14; Mat No. 2A) 


Joyce Walker is introduced to 
moviegoers in the Zanuck/Brown 
production for Universal, ‘Willie 
Dynamite,” in the role of a 
young prostitute who faces a 
court trial. The film was photo- 
graphed in Technicolor. 


(Still No. 2063-42; Mat No. 1B) 
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Diana Sands, who has dedicated herself to helping prostitutes go straight, comes to the aid of a 
young member of the oldest profession, Joyce Walker, in ‘‘Willie Dynamite’’ a Zanuck/Brown 
Production for Universal starring Roscoe Orman, Diana Sands, and Thalmus Rasulala as 
“Robert Daniels.” oe 


(Still No. 2063-B 4) 


THESE PHOTOS ARE 
FURNISHED IN 100 LINE 
SCREEN FOR DIRECT 
SHOOTING BY THOSE 
10) 2] (oy-Wale)\ised-41)\n ot) 
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Roscoe Orman, portraying a powerful New York pimp, parades 
through the street with his stable of prostitutes in ‘Willie 
Dynamite,” a Zanuck/Brown Production for Universal, filmed 
in Technicolor. 


(Still No. 2063-B 7) 





Two hit men sent by a rival pimp work Roscoe 
Orman over in his New York apartment in a 
Zanuck/Brown Production ‘Willie Dynamite” for 
Universal in Technicolor, directed by Gilbert 
Moses and written as a screenplay by Ron Cutler 
from a story by Joe Keyes, Jr. and Cutler. 


(Still No. 2063-B 34) 





Roscoe Orman, a powerful New York pimp, issues work orders 
to his stable of prostitutes in the action-packed Zanuck/Brown 
production in Technicolor, ‘‘Willie Dynamite,’’a Universal Picture. 


(Still No. 2063-B 10) PAGE 9 


Original Soundtrack on MCA Records and Tapes 


The J.J. Johnson music score supplemented by several songs by Gilbert 
Moses, II1, in fact, the whole soundtrack of ‘““WILLIE DYNAMITE” is 
available on MCA Records and Tapes. Supplement the manufacturer’s 
display material wherever the album is being shown with sets of color 
stills and playdate information. The album may be used as a prize ona 
radio disk jockey program or for winners of newspaper contests. 


TEASER TRAILER in Color is FREE! 


The teaser trailer in color on “WILLIE DYNAMITE” packs a lot of 
selling into a brief time. Use on your own screen well in advance of 
your booking and use these Free Teaser Trailers for cross plugs on coop- 
erating screens. Order from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. For 
maximum results, be sure to follow with the regular National Screen 
Service trailer. 


Color Stills IN SETS 


The high intensity color stills on “WILLIE DYNAMITE” stress the 
flamboyant costumes and the stable of girls under the title character’s 
control. Order in complete sets from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. 


STREAMERS, VALANCES, WALL BANNERS 
and other SATIN ACCESSORIES 


For promotion of your playdate, the following items are available: 
Special 3-PIECE STREAMER, size 15 feet, $23.50 each; DeLUXE 
FLUORESCENT SECTIONAL VALANCE, $2.35 per running foot, a 
minimum order of 10 feet required; FLAGS or WALL BANNERS, 
9’ x 12’, $1.50 each (minimum order of 15 pieces), also available 
double-faced; USHER BADGES, 50¢ each. In the U.S. order direct 
from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. In Canada, order from Con- 
solidated Theatre Services, 32 Kern Road, Don Mills, Ontario. All these 
items manufactured by National Flag & Display Co., 43 West 21st St., 
New York, N.Y. 10010. 


PROMOTION 
DAY-GLO TITLE DISPLAY ———$___—_ 


An attention-attracting display in brilliant, reflecting Day-Glo colors contains title as well as a 
photo illustration. In its full size it measures 24°’ x 82’’, which can be easily converted to 24” x 
60°’ by eliminating the illustration. NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE has this useful display item. 


De Luxe HI-RISE Standee 


Outstanding IN FULL COLOR — an excellent advertising display! Convertible as a Wall Hanger 
where floor space is limited. Budget-priced at $9.95 for the Standee, with the re-usable Extension 
Pole costing only $1.50. Order from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. 
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but being 
Number-One. 
He'll kill, destroy 
to get it 


Ain't no one crosses WILLIE “D” 
He’s tight, together, and mean. 
Chicks, Chumps, he uses ’em ail. 
He’s got to be Number-One. 
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14 x 36 22 x 28 «ONE SHEET 


ORDER FREE TEASER TRAILER, REGULAR TRAILER, AD MATS, SCENE MATS, STILLS 


AND OTHER ACCESSORIES FROM YOUR NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE. 
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Use Clip-Out Coupon To Obtain FREE TELEVISION COMMERCIALS In Color 


The compiete set of television commercials, which can be ordered easily on the clip-out order 
blank below, contains a variety of time lengths to fit any schedule. Sufficient silent action 
footage is provided to allow for local audio playdate information. 


ORDER BLANK “WILLIE DYNAMITE” 
Exploitation Department, Universal Pictures Company 
445 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 


Please send me__________ sets of Date 


FREE Television Commercials on “WILLIE DYNAMITE?’ 


These will be used on the following stations: 


TU PNG ee en ate 
(STREET ADDRESS OR P.O. BOX) 


(CITY) (STATE) (ZIP CODE) 


be en aia 2 le eas Ne oa Sa 


(SIGNATURE) a 


Complete Set of RADIO SPOTS Free On One TRANSCRIPTION 


Use the order form below to obtain the complete set of Radio Spots which comes on a single 
transcription. 


ORDER BLANK JILLIE DYNAMITE” 


Radio Department , Universal Pictures 
Universal City, Calif. 91608 

Date 
Please send me the following on “WILLIE DYNAMITE:” 


Sets of FREE Radio Spots 
TG i ee eee 








(STREET ADORESS OR P.O. BOX) 





(CITY) (STATE) (ZIP CODE) 


(SIGNATURE) 


PROMOTION 
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Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 





for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 





www.mediahistoryproject.org 


